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hand. Needless to say how joyfully we welcomed the first
view of that strange ridge, the heart and central knot of
Arabia, beyond which whatever lay might almost be reckoned
as a return journey.

We had now, in fact, crossed the Nefood, and had at our
feet the great valley which constitutes the main line of com-
munication between Nejed and the north, reaching even to
the Tigris and Bagdad. The sun was setting when we reached
the lowest ebb of the sand ocean, and left its enormous waves
piled up ridge above ridge behind us; Barakat and myself,
thanks to the excellent fibre of our dromedaries, were far in
front of our associates, and we willingly allowed the beasts to
turn aside from the track and feed on the copious pasturage of
Themam, a ragged sweet-smelling grass common throughout
Nejed, and often mentioned by the poets, while we gazed now
on the red range in our rear, now on the long valley stretching
upon our right and left, to north and south, with the broken
outlines of the walls of Zulphah a mile or more in front, and
now on the precipitous though low fortress-ledge of Toweyk
which bordered the horizon.

Night was fast coming on when we entered the scattered
plantations of Zulphah. We traversed them awhile, amid en-
quiries from peasants returning home after their day's labour,
and barking dogs who objected to our intrusion on their pre-
cincts at so late an hour. In the town itself we were at once
surprised by meeting a much larger proportion of women
than of men. This was occasioned by the absence of a great
part of the male population in the war of 'Oneyzah.

We picked out our way to the palace of the governor, a
Nejdean by birth, and said to have collected large riches while
here in office. For the town is not only warlike but wealthy;
it is the meeting-point and depot of the north-bound com-
merce from Sedeyr,'Aared, Woshern, and whatever adjoins them;
and its inhabitants are themselves no inconsiderable mer-
chants and very bold travellers, often to be seen at Zobeyr,
Koweyt, and Basrah. Their town is moreover the key of Nejed
on this side, and an important military position, barring the
entrance of the valley where it stands, and which communicates
directly with Wadi Haneefah, by which it leads to the capital
itself.